
YOU BE TItE It~TORIAN
Culture Clashes

The Cherokee are a nation of North American Indians who once lived in the
mountainous region of the western Carolinas, northern Georgia, and eastern
Tennessee. The largest and most powerful tribe in the region, their culture included
farming (mostly maize production), settled villages, and advanced religious and social
rituals. In 1827, the Cherokees established a constitutional form of government.

Sadly, the Cherokee ation is widely known for its forced journey to Indian Territory,
a journey now known as the Trail of Tears. What would happen to modern America if
we were invaded by aliens? Would we have an experience like the Cherokee tribe's?
Read more!

YOU ARE It RED

VOCAB· LARY

Internment Camps: (in-turn-muhnt
kamps) noun Place to impound or
confine especially during a war.

Ransacking: (ran- ak-ing) verb To
search a place wildly, usually looking for
something to steal.

Stagnant: (stag-nuhnt) adjective Foul or
polluted as a result of not moving.

Stockades: (stok-adz) noun A fence or
enclosure made of strong posts set firmly
in the ground.

Maize: (mayz) noun Com

Reservations: (rez-ur-vay-shuhn) noun
Land set apart by the federal government
for the use of an American Indian tribe.

Historians place our view of the world into a meaningful story by identifying the cause-and-effect relationships between
events. These relationships help us to understand not only who we are now but what could happen in the future in a
similar situation. Read the following true story and compare it to an imaginary future event.

The Cherokee's Trail of Tears

In May 1838, because whites wanted their land, the United States Army began rounding up Cherokees and penning
them in stockades before moving them to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma). Even though the soldiers were told to
treat the Cherokees kindly, families were separated, and the elderly and ill were forced from their homes at gunpoint.
Families were given only moments to collect possessions. White looters followed, ransacking homes as the Cherokees
were led away.

The move to Indian Territory was a disaster for the Cherokees. Placed in internment camps, many grew sick and died
while waiting for the United States government to move them. Finally, Cherokee leaders asked permission to begin the
journey on their own.

Leaving their camps in November 1838, 12,000 Cherokees trudged 800 miles west on what became known as The Trail
of Tears. Heavy rains made the roads impassable and little food could be found. 1Wo-thirds of the Cherokees were

trapped between the ice-bound Ohio and Mississippi Rivers during January. Some drank stagnant water and
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